
PTA Meeting December 6, 2017

Welcome - Yay! People came.

Introductions - Intro of attendees

Committee Updates - Any questions? No

Principal’s Address - Soccer goals are set up outside & kids have been playing with them. 
Nets will be added after winter is over. They have LOVED it! It is space we haven’t used before 
which spreads the kids out and is nice.

CSEd Week is this week. Computer Science week. We have tried to really play it up. Laser light 
show on Monday. We have robotics stations that the classes have been signed up to do. On 
Friday, Ms Maa will be doing a career panel for careers in computer science. Have some people 
coming from the university, couple from Volition, etc. Have some students coming from the 
university too. Wanted to make sure the panel was more diverse than last year (was all white 
males last year). Ms. Larsen will be acting as Grace Hopper on Friday talking to Kindergarten & 
1st grade.

This past Saturday, we had a LEGO Robotics team compete in a First LEGO League 
competition against primarily middle schoolers in their first competition. They got the best robot 
design & qualified for state! We think they are the first LEGO robotics team in Unit 4 to qualify 
for state! The state competition is the end of January. It will be here or in Elgin, IL.
We are in the middle of MAP testing. Test we use to look at the growth that students have made 
form the beginning of the year until now. Will test again at the end of the year.

We have a Building Council which is like a leadership team here. The District shared a 
document with us and the rest of the District schools. It had to do with creating school 
environments that are welcoming to families. For a lot of our families that are immigrant families, 
there is a lot of fear regarding the current political climate. We talked about ways to support ALL 
of our families and make the school more inviting. Ms. Choi read about a man named Ron Clark 
who has a Charter School that is set up with pictures of kids on all of the walls in the school. 
Thought that would be really fun to be able to take pictures of our kids doing school activities & 
hanging them on the walls. Seeing themselves on the wall may make them feel more welcome 
& at home. Would need to replace pictures each year to make sure we have current students. 
Hoping to get it done by the time the School of Choice forum is held on February 15 (Kenwood 
is hosting). Would love if some PTA members are able/willing to help with taking the photos.
Also thinking about having an international night where families could share about their cultures 
and/or doing a bulletin board (that changes an a regular basis) where families can share their 
cultures.
Other ideas - Each classroom picks a country/culture that they student & present about during 
an international night.
International night where food from different countries/cultures is the focus.
Include different dances at international nights? Ask RSOs on campus to assist?
Please email president@kenwoodpta.org or Trevor if you think of other ideas

Yankee Candle Update - Candles are coming in Friday morning. Amy & Anne-Marie will sort on 
Friday. Rep will be here to help.
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Candle pickup will be Monday afternoon. Galena and Ashley will help with pick-up. Will probably 
be in the conference room in the office. 
Will also have pickup available Friday evening during Kids Plus pick-up time.

Penguin Patch Update - We have a few volunteers but would love other help if possible. Even 
if you are able to volunteer for an hour that would be a huge help! Especially on Tuesday. 
Tuesday times are 9-1. Other days are 10-1 except for Wednesday. There is a sign-up genius 
where you can sign up. 
They will need to all bring in their money on Monday because there is no set schedule. 

Penny Wars - Prize will be a pizza party! Will be set up in cafeteria on Monday morning. Flyer 
will go out on Friday. Paper bills are excluded. 
Will need help with counting money

Playground Update - Option 3 is the winner!

Video preview

Any other questions?


