
PTA Meeting May 1, 2018

Movie night is scheduled for May 17th. Will be watching Night at the Museum. Can’t put the 
name of the movie on the Facebook page but will put it on the flyer.

Do we want concessions? Popcorn & bottled water. Terra will sell.
Will get the big bags of popcorn from Rural King & will put into little bags.
People can bring in their own candy if they want.
Ellis will put together the flyer.

Guest Visitor - Lisa from Salt & Light
Operated as an emergency relief organization for 10 years. Emergency food for almost 400 
households every Wednesday. 
Had the opportunity to make some well-supported opportunities to how it was working for 
people. Observed that emergency relief was the primary focus, but emergency situations wasn’t 
the primary need. People were coming on a regular basis. Some came every week for 10 years. 
Brought up the question - If the need is chronic, why are they providing an emergency solution. 
Spent a couple years thinking about how to make the operation better.
In 2014 switched models. Community based. Doesn’t segregate families out based on 
resources. Anyone in the community can come. Offers people a chance to retain their dignity 
more than emergency programs do. Hope to offer people long-term benefit that is a little more 
sustainable than a short-term bag of consumable items.
Based on volunteering. Gives people the opportunity to have experience needed to gain 
employment and language learning. Helps people move toward financial independence more.
Other families are living with disabilities and long-term employment isn’t an option, but 
volunteering gives them the opportunity to give back and make meaningful work. 
On-going & reliable for members.
Original location in Champaign & new location in Urbana on Philo Rd (in old County Market). 
Both locations have thrift store & grocery. Large grocery store in Urbana. 
People in need of assistance can open a member account. They earn store credit through 
volunteer work. Credit can be earned at Salt & Light or other non-profit partnerships (like 
schools!) in the community. Members can earn up to $165/month for volunteering. 20 hours/
month is the cap to get the full $165. Kid volunteer hours count as well. 
School can sign off on volunteer hours for members & that gets turned into Salt & Light. Since it 
is a store credit, it doesn’t count against other assistance (SNAP, SS, etc.).
To set up a membership, people just need to attend a new member orientation. 

Principal’s Message
Just got list for Kindergartners. We are full again & have a waiting list.
Kinder registration is next Tuesday. Registration for everyone else is on Wednesday. If you have 
a Kinder kid & a non-Kinder kid(s), you can register them all on Tuesday.

Staffing changes - 2 new Kindergarten teachers being hired.
Ms. Ellen (2nd grade) is retiring this year. Ms Choi has wanted to be a 2nd grade teacher for 
some time & is moving to 2nd grade for next year.
Ms Denny was an interim position & her spot is opening up. 
We had 8 candidates interview for Kindergarten today & very excited about the quality of 
candidates. Will be having 4 of them each teach a lesson in Ms Choi’s class on Thursday & 



Friday. Goal is to offer the position on Friday & have an answer on Monday so they can come to 
registration on Tuesday.
Mr Nillis has had some medical issues this year. He is moving to an enrichment position next 
year. Will be doing interviews for his position next week.
Ms Tanaka will be leaving.

Registration

Will hand out packets at Registration - Terra & Carrie will handle.
Will have a separate table for PTA. Will have a list at the registration table for people to give 
contact info

Playground update

District has agreed to have the playground installed before we get back to school. They are 
looking to see if they can do the poured rubber on the ground.

Mirhee Lee is working with the Brokish family on designing the memorial sign. The teachers 
have requested to put money toward purchasing the sign.

We signed an order for the playground because it would be affected by the set tariffs which kick 
in tomorrow. If we pay for it now, we get another 3% off.

Total for playground: $56,947.05

$30k from the Brokish family, significant donations from being posted as a memorial.

Vote to agreed to transfer money to playground fund - 11 yays, 0 nays

Vote to agree to pay up front - 11 yays, 0 nays

Finance update

Estimated to have $6,835 left in bank account after all expenses for the rest of the year.

PTA Dues are currently $8 for staff, $10 for single adult, $18 for two adults. Do we want to keep 
dues the same? Lower? Higher? 

2018 Dues - $5 for staff, $10 per adult

Playdate

Will plan on doing it at the new playground (depending on install)

2018-2019 Meetings

Planning for the first Tuesday of every month that we are in school.
Childcare ideas - We can pay for the district to do background checks if we have our own 
volunteers.



Committees

There is usually just a single head, not a full committee. Thought is to have three committees, 
break everything we do into each of those, and then the full committee can work together to 
execute tasks.

For example - Fundraising committee could get together, discuss how we want to fundraiser, 
what we want to raise & put together a plan.

Three committees could be:

Fundraising Committee
Events Committee (fun activities)
Philanthropy (helping our school community such as Thanksgiving baskets)

Last 10-15 minutes of PTA meeting could be the committees meeting together.


