
PTA Meeting August 7, 2018

Introductions - Names of attendees & their students

Updates

Principal - Welcome! Thank you for attending the backyard BBQ at the beginning of the year. 
One of our goals this year is to have as many events where we can invite families as we can. 
Thursday night will be the Open House from 6 - 8 pm. Will start in the gym & introduce staff. We 
have an ESL teacher now. Have 20 ESL students this year. 1,100 ESL students in the district.’

Hoping to work with PTA to coordinate more family events. Some may be grade level focused 
rather than the whole school.

Meadowbrook Church which is just down the street has partnered with Kenwood starting last 
year. They volunteer here & help sponsor a lot of things we have going on. 

Bridge Church has also helped sponsor a shoe drive & donated to Kenwood.

Looking forward to continuing partnership with community groups.

The last several years, the district has done active shooter/crisis drills outside of the school day 
in conjunction with the Champaign Police Department. This year, the district has asked that 
each school does one of these drills during the day. “Talk through” format. Trevor would get on 
intercom to say that there is an intruder in the building. The teachers will then talk through with 
the students what they should do in that scenario. Next year it is expected to be Illinois law for 
the police department to work with school districts to do full active shooter drills during the day.

State Farm Center would be reunification site for the entire district if any school needs to be 
evacuated for any reason.

District has been looking into an app for teachers & staff to use to communicate with each other 
if there is a crisis/intruder/etc. called Raptor.

Grandparent’s Day - Assuming the district will set it for Sept 10. Terra will help with any 
activities the school may want to plan that day.

Treasurer Audit - Has been completed & checked out OK. Had a lot more money come in & go 
out than in a normal year.

Playground Update - We are really close to it being finished! Just finishing laying mulch. 
District workers say it is the biggest one they have ever put together! There will be a dedication 
ceremony at some point.

Breakout into groups - Social Events, Fundraising & Philanthropy

Thought is to try to get some people together for each group to lead/coordinate those activities. 
Will break into groups for about 10 minutes to discuss high-level ideas for this year & what those 
ideas will need/cost. 



Philanthropy - Forgot to add Kindergarten t-shirts. Most of our ideas wouldn’t involve more 
money. Will involve donations of items & time. Will be communicating via email.

Fundraising - Did a pretty good job last year with almost $12k raised. Think we won’t do 
penguin patch because it wasn’t very successful. Everything else we will keep. Penny Wars & 
CGA fundraisers will probably be brought back.
Need to identify someone to take over Scholastic book fairs after Tracey leaves in a couple of 
years.
Will look into a couple of other opportunities. Yankee Candle does a holiday shop so will look 
into that.
School supplies for the school year. Selling pre-made supply boxes. Buying in bulk & then re-
selling. 
Will communicate via email. Other fundraising ideas welcome.

Social - Decided to keep everything that we were doing. Will add into it.
Brainstormed for grade-level events. Will experiment with second grade. Will have a dinner & 
game night.
Other ideas for family grade-level events - escape room, hockey in the gym, etc.
Will be communicating by carrier pigeon

Fishing night will be September 6 from 5:30 - 7:30. You don’t have to be there right at 5:30.
Will be at Colbert Park in Savoy. Fishing equipment will be provided. Can bring a picnic dinner if 
you want but please clean up after yourself.
The week before this Terra will send home a letter about the event.


