
PTA Meeting November 13, 2018

Introductions -  None needed. Usual attendees here

Updates - 

Trevor:

Parent surveys were filled out right before the intersession. Being reviewed now & action items 
will be put in place.

Some things that were shared:

What does the school do well in helping support your child? Open Communication, excellent 
teaching, whole child (preparing students to be better people, growth mindset), family 
environment, warm

In what way might the school help you support your child better? Homework (some want more, 
some want less). Continue doing what you are doing. Digital communication/communication in 
general. More recess

What are the most important things Kenwood does to create a positive social climate for 
students? Positive environment, focus on kindness, PTA events, respectful to others, field trips

What ideas can you share about improving safety at Kenwood? Handling non-safe situations, 
sharing national events with students in a way that isn’t scary but makes them aware, drills, 
safety-related events, keep up with what is in place, bathrooms (germs), door 13 (this issue has 
been fixed)

What recommendations would you make to improve communications? Monthly principal 
newsletter, communication through digital platforms (Bloomz, Class Dojo)

There is a parent survey from the state (called 5 essentials) that will be sent out. There is a link 
that teachers will be sharing with us. We will post on the PTA Facebook page & through email.

Thanks to PTA for your help & support with the Thanksgiving feasts for Kenwood families. 
Feasts are being given to 20 families & are being handed out today. It has been close to 10 
years that this has been happening!

Gifted testing is in process for 1st graders. It is an online test.

December 3 is CSed week. There will be some special activities for that. They are going to have 
fun! They need 10 copies of Wall-E, so please give to Julie Norcross if you have one that they 
can borrow. 
Every day they will be doing something in the classroom to tie into the CSed week.



Fundraising:

Couple of things that are finished & will come in for pickup soon. 

Yankee Candle was underwhelming this year. Twenty-one students participated instead of close 
to 50+.

Dinner out at Chipotle was not great. Did not make the $300 minimum requirement. So we got 
nothing from that fundraiser.

Portillos was a couple of months ago and did well.

Galina is looking for someone to take over Family Dinner Night planning.

BoxTops was underwhelming this round as well. 

Will re-evaluate budget in January to see if we need to add in another fundraiser

Social Events:

Family nights are being rescheduled until we can have teachers participate (can’t now because 
of possible upcoming strike). Still have 5 meetings that we can tie the events to in the second 
half of the year if we need to.

Hopeful we will be able to do the December Family Night. May be 1st & K.

Is there anything anyone would like to do to fill gaps (no reading night, no family nights). Maybe 
pick a night to go to bowling, Skateland, Elevate, etc. that wouldn’t cost the PTA anything. 
Wouldn’t be a fundraiser, just organizing a time for people to all go to the same place.

“Kenwood Playdate at Skateland” - Tuesday is half price day, so that may be a good date. Will 
look into it more.

Goal is to do something like Family Reading Night in the spring. Don’t have details yet.

Philanthropy:

Just finished Thanksgiving baskets.

Mrs. Moores had requested money towards a math program for her students that are beyond 
the current curriculum. Had requested before that the grant be used towards a field trip. Need to 
follow up to see what they want to use the grant for.

5th grade wants to go to Elevate with their grade level grant for their end of the year field trip. 

2nd grade teachers are all doing their own things with their grants. Mrs. Norcross is getting 
things that grow.



Next semester we will look at who has requested grants & follow up with those that have not.

Discussion Items

Illinois PTA doesn’t want to use paper anymore. Using MemberHub website for this. Third party 
site that allows you to accept money, send out emails, share calendars, etc.

This is required by us to a certain extent. Do you want us to give them your email or phone with 
your names, or just enter names? About 8 PTAs are using this right now. They seem to like it. 

Decision - We will do a generic entry this time & will assess again next year.

Social Media policy - As a PTA, we don’t have official consent from anyone to post their kids’ 
pictures on social media. The school has consent forms, but we are a separate entity.

Maybe we only post photos that aren’t identifiable, or post photos of our own children.

Maybe put a disclaimer on the PTA event pages with a disclaimer that photos from the event 
may be posted online. 

Give people a way to request that we take the photos down.

Strike prep - If a strike were to happen, how can PTA support our families/students?

Maybe we can do something on Facebook where we can post information that we find out about 
childcare options.

Can we assemble snack packs that we can send home to our kids? Work with Feed our Kids?

Supporting teachers: Snacks/food/drinks for the teachers who are striking. Being vocal with 
school board.

Next meeting: December 11 @ 6 pm


